PASTORAL LETTER:
FEAST OF THE DEDICATION
OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

IN ROME
~ November 9, 2025 ~
November Saints and Souls

My dear Little Flower,

This week the Church celebrates
the Feast of the Dedication of the
Lateran Basilica in Rome, the
mother church of all churches in
the world. It reminds us that every
church building — including our
own beloved Little Flower — is
more than stone and wood; it is a
living sign of God’s dwelling among
His people.

The Prophet Ezekiel describes
water flowing from the temple,
bringing life wherever it goes. St.
Paul tells us that we ourselves are
God’s temple — His Spirit lives in
us! And in the Gospel, Jesus
reminds us that His own Body is
the true temple, raised up in glory.
Together, these readings teach us
something  beautiful:  God’s
presence fills every heart that
loves, forgives, and believes.

During this month of November,
when we remember the Saints and
the Souls, we look more there than
here — our eyes lifted toward
heaven and purgatory. The saints
show us how to live as God’s
temples, filled with light and
grace. The souls we pray for
remind us that love continues
beyond this life.

Here at Little Flower, our parish —
our families, our children, our
school — are like small chapels
within God’s great temple. Every
act of kindness, every prayer
whispered at bedtime, every sign
of the cross made by a child keeps
that holy presence alive in our
midst.

So as we celebrate this feast, let us
thank God for our parish home —
for the walls that hold our prayers,
for the altar that feeds us, and for
the faith that makes us one family
in Christ. And let us keep our
hearts turned toward heaven,
where all our saints and all our
loved ones already share in God’s
eternal light.

Your parish priest,
Fr JC Merino



