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DAY 5 | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 | KRAKOW

Krakow: Crown, Altar, Market, and the Moral
Imagination

GRACE TO ASK
To receive beauty as a summons to truth and conversion.

Morning Prayer with the Church
Morning Prayer, Thursday of Psalter Week |, Liturgy of the Hours, Volume |V.
Additional pilgrimage intercessions

e For bishops, civic leaders, artists, and scholars entrusted with a people’s memory.

e For those who preserve churches, music, archives, and works of sacred art.

After the Liturgy of the Hour

Lord of every age, keep us from mistaking splendor for holiness. Let the beauty we encounter
become a doorway to truth, gratitude, and service. Amen.

BEFORE WE STEP OFF

Krakow can overwhelm us with beauty. Today, I ask you to refuse the urge to collect it quickly.
A cathedral, a square, and an altarpiece are not backgrounds for our presence; they are
communities of memory into which we have been received. Stand still long enough for the place
to question you. Beauty becomes Christian when it makes us more truthful and more available

to love.

s

Wawel Cathedral: royal memory gathered around altar, saint, and nation. Photo credit
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The place we are entering: Krakow Where Saints and Poets Share the Streets

Krakoéw asks us to walk slowly, today. Once Poland’s royal capital, it remains one of the places
where Polish culture remembers and imagines itself most deeply. The city escaped much of the
physical destruction that Warsaw endured during the Second World War. Yet its buildings
cannot conceal the wounds of occupation, terror, and the murder of Jewish Krakow.

Within the Old Town, medieval trade, university life, royal ceremony, parish worship, music,
literature, cafés, and ordinary daily life still meet. Saints and poets have walked these same
streets. Here, prayer and culture have learned to live beside one another - side by side.

Wawel Hill rises over the city with its royal castle and the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Stanislaus
and Wenceslaus. The present cathedral dates largely from the fourteenth century. For
generations, Polish monarchs were crowned and buried here.

At its heart stands the shrine of Saint Stanislaus, the bishop killed after his conflict with King
Bolestaw II. His story carries a difficult and necessary truth: every ruler remains answerable to a
moral law greater than himself. During the years when Poland was divided, devotion to Saint
Stanislaus also became a sign of hope that a broken nation might one day become whole again.

One detail at Wawel moves me deeply. In 1946, after studying secretly for the priesthood during
the Nazi occupation, the young Karol Wojtyla celebrated his first Mass in the crypt of Saint
Leonard. He knelt at the altar with no knowledge of where his vocation would lead.

That moment keeps the grandeur of Wawel connected to hidden fidelity. Before the world knew
his name, God was already forming him in silence. The cathedral holds the tombs of kings and
national heroes, but it also remembers a young priest beginning a ministry whose future he
could not yet see. God often prepares a public mission through years of quiet faithfulness.

The Main Market Square has gathered the life of Krakow since the thirteenth century. It feels
ancient, although continuity never means standing still. Buildings have changed. Governments
have risen and fallen. Communities and customs have shifted. Krakow endured because it
learned how to carry its identity faithfully through change.

From the taller tower of Saint Mary’s Basilica, the hejnatl trumpet call sounds every hour and
ends abruptly. Tradition connects that broken melody to a watchman whose warning was cut
short. What began as an interruption has become one of the city’s most recognizable signs of
continuity. Our Catholic imagination understands interruptions differently. The Annunciation
interrupted Mary’s plans. The Cross shattered the expectations of the disciples. Easter
interrupted the silence of the tomb. Again and again, what appears to stop the story becomes
the very place where God carries it forward. The hejnat holds something of that same mystery. A
trumpet call once cut short now returns every hour, keeping memory alive and carrying
Krakow’s story from one generation to the next.

Inside the basilica, the great late Gothic altarpiece of Veit Stoss turns carved wood into
theology. The Dormition and Assumption of the Virgin unfold among the apostles and the
larger story of salvation. Wood becomes a sacred proclamation. Beauty becomes a way of
remembering what God has done.
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Krakow also speaks through literature. Nobel laureates Wistawa Szymborska and Czestaw
Milosz belong to the city’s modern story. They remind us that conscience can speak through a
poem as powerfully as through a pulpit.

Today, let the altar, the trumpet, the market, and the poem speak to one another. Faith becomes
part of a culture when it teaches people to remember truthfully, create beauty, repent honestly,
celebrate gratefully, and defend the dignity of the human person.

As we walk through Krakéw, let us ask ourselves: Where must my faith become visible in the
culture of my own daily life?

How we enter as pilgrims

e At Wawel, distinguish gratitude for a nation’s story from uncritical nationalism.
e At St. Mary’s, follow one gesture in the altarpiece before trying to capture the whole.
e During free time, remain unhurried in one church or square for ten minutes.

Polish for the day: Rynek — market square.

Today’s movement

e 7:00 a.m. breakfast.

e 10:00 a.m. Mass at the Bernardine church/monastery.

e Wawel Hill and Cathedral, Main Market Square, and St. Mary’s Basilica; St. Mary’s entry
time remains pending.

e Lunch and dinner on your own; free afternoon.

Scan me!

Ave Maria
Schubert
The Three Tenors in Los Angeles in 1994 - Luciano Pavarotti (1935-2007)

Panis Angelicus
Music by: Cesar Franck
Josh Groban “Noel” ALBUM

Bogurodzica
Traditional Polish Hymn
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THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

10:00 a.m. « Bernardine Church/Monastery * Krakow
Schedule marker only  Use the separate worship aid for Mass

Evening Prayer with the Church
Evening Prayer, Thursday of Psalter Week |.
Additional pilgrimage intercessions

e For Krakéw and all cities where sacred heritage must serve living communities.
e For those who quietly long for conversion.

After the Liturgy of the Hour

Jesus, Lord of history, free us from admiring the traces of faith while refusing the demands of
discipleship. May every altar, tomb, tower, and song lead us more deeply into your living
presence. Amen.

Evening examen and pilgrim notes

Which work of beauty became prayer for me today?

In what part of my life do I resist the change that God is asking of me?

Scan me!

Be Still My Soul

Music: Jean Sibelius
Words: Katharina Von Schlegel, translated Jane Borthwick; additional Alanna Glover
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